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Of the Office or upon petftion bylhe plaHee 37 ^^^^ ^""J^'^* *° ^^"^ initiative 

1. IS This communication is responsive to amdt Wed 12/6/2004 
2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1,2 and 4-6 . 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 30Odober2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)n All b)nSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: , 

THIS THREE-MOIMTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE KK"^auuM. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS { as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Application/Control Number: 10/003,537 p 
Art Unit: 1743 ' 

1 . The declaration under 37 CFR 1 . 1 32 filed December 6, 2004 is sufficient to 
overcome the rejection of claims 1 -2. 4-6 based upon the art of record. 

The examiner notes that the declaration has been considered in conjunction with 
the data presented on pages 8-9 of the specification. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
fails to teach the claimed pipette piston seal structure and material of construction. The 
examiner notes that "UHMWPE" represents Ultra High Molecular Weight Polyethylene 
and is found definite because it is a term of art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jan M. Ludlow whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1260. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 1 1:30 am - 8:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill A. Warden can be reached on (571) 272-1267. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 10/003,537 Paqg 3 

Art Unit: 1743 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) 
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